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tion was hardly appreciable : in the days of Elizabeth it was
not merely a chance but a probability. And here again the
political danger was doubled by religious hostility. Spain
was actively propagandist; France might become so at any
moment. England had already learnt to her cost, in the
preceding reign, what was meant by Spanish domination,
and what Spain had once obtained by marriage she was
only too likely to attempt by conquest. In the face of such
a danger as this, it is not to be wondered at if the repre-
sentatives of the nation voted without reluctance whatever
taxes were required, and abstained from criticisms or de-
mands which might have hampered some delicate combina-
tion or encouraged the enemy by the semblance of dis-
union.

It is needless to go beyond this to account for the ease
with which Elizabeth handled the difficult machine of
parliamentary government. Royal influence was, no doubt,
applied to guide parliamentary elections, and to deflect the
tide of debate from inconvenient channels ; but there is no
reason to suppose that this influence was excessive or un-
popular. The parliaments of Elizabeth were neither packed
nor servile. They had a mind of their own, and could on
occasion show it. But they knew what the national interest
demanded, and in supporting the crown they acted in
accordance with that interest. This attitude was confirmed,
as time went on, by the successes of a long and prosperous
reign, by a growing confidence in the wisdom of the govern-
ment, and by that chivalrous form of loyalty which encircles
a woman on the throne. Elizabeth, on her side, fully
understood both the sources and the limitations of her
power, for, extensive as it was, it had its limitations. She
was aware of the value set upon her life, but sho was not
misled by this knowledge into a false estimate of her
position. She knew that she could not sacrifice or endangor
the national interests without losing the goodwill of hur
people, on which alone her liberty of action depended. Her
differences with her parliaments were never serious, and